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[##H : Reading Ability and Readability: Two Sides of the Same Coin
Trevor Holster (fifif] 22 5B K 5°)
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It is common to grade reading material for both first and second-language learners by reading level. This requires
assessing the reading ability of the students and measuring the readability of the text, but there are many different
scales of readability and it is often not clear how to match reading ability with readability. In this presentation I will
first discuss reading ability, in particular the role that fluency and automaticity play in being a skilled reader. I will
then review different reading processes and the role of process flexibility — the ability of skilled readers to switch
between different reading processes according to the requirements of the reading task. Finally I will look at a range
of readability scales, including the Flesch-Kincaid reading ease scale, the Yomiyasusa scale, and the Lexile scale,
each of which used a different methodology to estimate readability. The Lexile scale was groundbreaking in that it
used Rasch analysis to map reading ability and text readability onto a common measurement scale. Rasch analysis is
now the most commonly used type of analysis in language testing but is much less well-known outside of the field
of test analysis so I will give a brief conceptual overview and show how it can be used to match student reading

ability to text readability levels.

REAMARAT

Trevor Holster is a language instructor at Fukuoka Jogakuin University and is a former editor of Shiken:JALT Testing
and Evaluation SIG Newsletter. He has a Masters degree in Applied Linguistics from the University of Southern
Queensland and a Professional Certificate in Language Assessment from the University of Melbourne. He has taught
English in Japan since 1996 and his research interests include measuring the difficulty of extensive reading materials,

vocabulary acquisition and assessment, peer assessment, and speaking assessment.



L WFFEFEFE >
MFZE3E T 143 2= 14:40 ~ 17:05

14:40 ~ 15:05
A Comparative Study of English textbooks of Japan and Iran:

Focusing on Past Tense and Perfect Aspects
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Abstract:

Three types of English textbooks for Japanese elementary and junior high school were analyzed with AntConc.
Similarly, Iranian English Text (Junior Grade 1-3, Senior 1-3) were also analyzed. Simple past tense and present
perfect tense aspects were focused on in this study.

The simple past tense was found in Books 6 of elementary textbooks of New Crown, Sunshine and New Horizon
which indicated that the simple past tense is introduced from Grade 6 of elementary school and is taught
systematically to elementary students in Japan. The simple past tense was found in Prospect 3 of junior high school
textbooks of Iran, which indicates that Iranian students study past tense later than Japanese students.

The present perfect tense was found in Grade 2 of New Crown and Sunshine which indicates that the present
perfect tense is mainly introduced in Grade 2 syllabus of Japanese junior high school. The present perfect tense was

found in Vision 2 of elementary Iranian English Text for Grade 2 of senior high school.
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