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Six Grades of English Textbooks of China, Japan and Thailand were analyzed with Ant Conc developed

by Laurence Anthony. Past tense and perfect aspect were focused for this study.
As for the past tense, it was found in Thai textbooks of Grade 1,2, 3 as songs or instruction questions, and it was
introduced with exercises and passages as grammar in Grade 5 and 6; similarly it was introduced as grammar in the
second semester of Grade 5 and Grade 6 for Chinese textbooks. In Japan, although children begin English activities
from Grade 5 of elementary school, usage of past tense was not found in the textbooks. Past tense was found from
textbooks of Grade 1 of Junior High school and introduced from Grade 2.

As for present perfect, it was found in Thai textbooks of Grade 5 as instruction question, and it was
introduced with exercises and passages as grammar in Grade 6; it was introduced as grammar in the second
semester of Grade 4, Grade 5 and Grade 6 for Chinese textbooks. In Japan, although children begin English
activities from Grade 5 of elementary school, usage of present perfect was not found in the textbooks, it was mainly
introduced from Grade 3 of Junior high and Grade 1 of Senior high school.

As for past perfect, it was not found in textbooks of Thailand and China since the textbooks were for
elementary students who began to study English from Grade 1. However, it was found in the textbook of senior
high school of Japan because Japanese students begin English study from Grade 5 of elementary school.
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